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THE STONE JUG SCHOOL, SOUTH CANAAN TOWNSHIP, WAYNE COUNTY 


The information that is here reported on the Stone Jug School, South Canaan Township, 
supplements the information reported on this school in Volume I, Number 3 (February 20, 
1980), pp. 4, 26 of NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA. 


On April 18, 1981, Kurt A. Reed of Lake Ariel, PA, told S. Robert Powell that he had 
recently discovered, in the March 13, 1890 issue of The Wayne County Herald, the obitu- 
ary of Clarinda (Burleigh) Keen, the first teacher in the Stone Jug School, which was 
built on the farm of her father, John Burleigh. From that obituary, Kurt A. Reed 
learned that Clarinda Keen was born in February 1820, and that she was the oldest 
daughter of John Burleigh, who is a descendant of the Burleighs of Lincolnshire, England, 
the Schaffers of Saxe-Coburg, and the Swiss reformer, Zwingli. At the age of 18 (in 
1838), Clarinda Keen began her teaching career in the Stone Jug School, in which she was 
the first teacher--which means that the Stone Jug School was built in 1837 or in early 
1838. In 1846, Clarinda Burleigh married James R. Keen, who, in the 1840s, was the 
Register and Recorder of Deeds in Honesdale. In 1851, the couple moved to Honesdale. 

On March 6, 1890, Clarinda Keen died, and was interred in Glen Dyberry Cemetery, Hones- 
dale. 





On April 18, 1981, Kurt A. Reed also reported that: 


--the Stone Jug School was placed on the Pennsylvania Inventory of Historic Places 
on August 25, 1976; in 1977 it was placed on the National Register (it was the 
third Wayne County building to be placed on the National Register); 


--the Stone Arch Bridge, Starrucca, was placed on the National Register in November, 
1977; 


--the Wayne County Stone Jail, built in 1858, was placed on the Pennsylvania In- 
ventory of Historic Places on March 21, 1980. 


--three of the textbooks used at the Stone Jug School are 


1. The Grammar School Speller: Containing Rules for Spelling, with Numerous 


Examples to Illustrate the Application of Each Rule; Together with A Large 
Collection of the Most Difficult Words in the English Language, Correctly 


Spelled, Pronounced, and Defined. Arranged in Easy Lessons for Intermediate 
Classes by W. W. Smith. Principal of Grammar School No. 1, New York; Author 
of “Juvenile Definer," and "Definer's Manual." (New York and Chicago: A. S. 


Barnes & Company, 1869). 




















2. Abridged History of the United States, or Republic of America by Emma Willard, 
Author of a Series of Histories and Chronological Charts. New and Enlarged 
Edition. (New York: A. S. Barnes & Co., 111 & 113 William Street, corner of 
John Street, 1867). Sold by Booksellers, Generally, Throughout the United 
States. 





3. Bullions' Common School Grammar An Introduction To the Analytical and Practical 
Grammar. With Practical Lessons and Exercises in Composition by Rev. Peter 
Bullions, D.D. Author of the Series of English, Latin, and Greek Grammars; 
Latin and Greek Readers, Etc. (New York: Sheldon & Company, Publishers, 500 
Broadway, 1867). 
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